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AP REPORTED OSCAR SERRAT WAS RELEASED IN EARLY MORNING 
NOVEMBER 11 AND IS NOW SAFE AT HOME. AP PROVIDED US IS 
WITH DETAILS OF HIS DETENTION. 


SERRAT WAS INTERCEPTED BY TWO MEN IN CIVILIAN CLOTHES AS HE LEFT 

HOME NOVEMBER 10 FOR WORK. THEY BUNDLED HIM INTO A CAR 

WHERE HE WAS BLINDFOLDED AND HANDCUFFED. AFTER A ONE 

HOUR JOURNEY, HE WAS LED INTO AN UNDERGROUND ROOM, HOODED 

AND LEFT ALONE FOR APPROXIMATELY 2 HOURS . HE WAS THEN 

INTERROGATED ABOUT HIS RELATIONS WITH RODOLFO WALSH, A 

WELL-KNOWN LEFTIST ARGENTINE WRITER, AND ABOUT THE 

COMMUNIQUES SUBVERSIVE GROUPS OFTEN SEND TO THE 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS AGENCIES. AROUND 11 P.M. HE WAS PERMITTED 

TO CALL HIM HOME AND OFFICE. SHORTLY THEREAFTER HE WAS 

DRIVEN, STILL BLINDFOLDED, TO A SPOT NEAR HIS 

HOME AND RELEASED. SERRAT BELIEVES HE WAS HELD AT A 

MILITARY OR POLICE INSTALLATION JUST OUTSIDE THE 

FEDERAL CAPITAL. 
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IT APPEARS HIS DETENTION WAS A "NORMAL" ONE AND NOT 
INTENDED TO COINCIDE WITH AMBASSADOR CASTRO ' S ARRIVAL 
TO EMBARRASS THE GOA (AS SOME SPECULATED) OR SPECIFICALLY TO 
INTIMIDATE THE MEDIA. AP BUREAU CHIEF BILL NICHOLSON THANKED 
THE EMBASSY FOR ITS QUICK, WHOLE - HEARTED SUPPORT AND EXPRESSED 
HIS CONVICTION THAT ONLY THE FAST, HIGH-LEVEL CAMPAIGN THAT 
WAS ORGANIZED ON SERRAT' S BEHALF MADE HIS RELEASE POSSIBLE. 
CASTRO v-;-‘ 
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